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LLER AVETEVES
Whizan Street Car Park, West End
James Harper

THE property developer gares at
the deserted street, He doesn't
seg the sinister Figure in a black
and white [ockey's outht tuming
cartwhesls behind him, but he
senges sprmething strange.
"Weird, weird eh¥ he sings.
| think most of the audience
waldd have agreed. |t was &
fouch weird to be sitting In a
West End car park on a chily
right wateling the Brisbars
Festival premiere of Eugene
Gitfepder's The Fheways, a tulk-
blown contemparary charmier
opera, featuring serious 20th-
century compesitional technigues,
meladic lines that 2oam all over
the place = plis the oocasional
waudeville digression — and a
sufreal plet with no hapoy ending.
Earty on, during the ocd hiatus
with nething much happening
except a bit of piano noodling, it
lookad as if mounting such a
wark, [n such a setting, might
have been a majar mikealeulation
Horeaver,
Fiveways [s 50
well put tagether
and parformed
that any
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musical idlom, or

H'r:rnh?ﬂ:-ll lecation, quickhy fade
au

The story s less predictable
than It first apoears, the script is
funmy, the atmosphere somewhat
haunting. Gilfedoer's musical
sotting of the Aussie vernacular
Is clever and Inventhve, ard all
the singing 1s good, especially the
wiark of Lisnel Thewunissen, as the
developer, Qing Chang-Ll, as a
Chinese shopawner, and Alana
Scatt, as a singing fish (1 tald yeu
It was wedd].

Chareagraphy and acraaatics
sound and Mghting, sets and
castumes are all excellent.

There 1s 8 contemporary theme
to this surreal tale, to do with the
damage that can be caused by
BANEMMESS bo Sween away the
past In pursilt al money, At the
same fime, the proguction has a
atrangely ald-laanioned feal,

Thir chisrachers ook and sound
llke they've escaped from the era
ol Mo MeCackle and Marman
Lindsay, There are echoes, too, of
mare anclent theatrical tragitions,
the clowng and devils af
Cammedia dell'Arts.

The fish, however, has no
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